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PRIESTLY PERUSINGS

People, look East, the time is near

Of the crowning of the year.

Make your house fair as you are able,

Trim the hearth and set the table,

People look East and sing today,

Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

· Carol of the Advent

Advent (“coming”), the beginning of the new Church Year, is a time to slow down. This is not what the secular world would have us believe. The message of our culture is to hurry up and shop, shop, shop for lots and lots of expensive Christmas presents; wrap, bake, clean, party, decorate the tree, etc. In the process, most of us become more and more exhausted, frazzled, depressed, etc. The Church takes Advent seriously. This is a season of patience; of holy waiting in anticipation of the coming of Christ – in history, as a child born in a stable and into our hearts, and also in his Second Coming in glorious majesty, to judge the living and the dead. In former days, Advent was a very penitential season, but over the past 40 years or so, has been transformed into a period of restrained joy and preparation for the celebration of the Holy Nativity. Like other liturgical seasons, Advent has its own sights and sounds: the color changes to purple (the color for both royalty and penitence); the Advent Wreath helps us count down the four Sundays; altar flowers are replaced by simple greens, the singing of the “Gloria in Excelsis” is replaced by the Trisagion; and the Alleluia and Verse before the Gospel are replaced by verses of the great Advent hymn, “O come, O come, Emmanuel”, and on three of the Sundays, the recitation of psalms is replaced by Canticles (biblical songs which are not in the Book of Psalms) - the Song of Zechariah for the second and third Sundays and the Song of Mary on the fourth Sunday; we use Eucharistic Prayer B throughout the entire Advent-Christmas-Epiphany season because of its emphasis on the Word-made-flesh. True to our Anglican tradition, we sing Advent hymns and save the Christmas carols for the twelve days of Christmas. Here are some suggestions for keeping a holy Advent and preparing for the coming of Christ: Plan now to set aside some time for prayer and reflection each day, to converse with God and get your spiritual house in order. Make a sacramental confession to a priest, if you feel the need of it (I hear confessions by appointment). Pray for justice and peace. Keep your Advent wreath in a prominent place – the family dining table is a great spot; open one window a day on your Advent calendar. Decorate your house, little by little, in preparation for the Christ Child’s coming. Set up the crèche (nativity scene), but keep the baby out of the manger until Christmas Eve and let the Wise Men (Magi) travel from the East across the room until they finally arrive on the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6th. Slow down, even as the rest of the world hurries up, and practice holy patience, as we wait in hope for the coming of the Prince of Peace, our Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord.

Faithfully,

Susan+ 
More on the season of the Incarnation:

Christmas this year falls on Tuesday. There are three opportunities for you to worship the Newborn King on Christmas: on Christmas Eve at 5 PM (Family Service) and at 11 PM (candlelight Midnight Mass), and at our regular 9:30 AM time Christmas Day. On Sunday, December 30, Christmas Lessons and Carols will serve as the Liturgy of the Word.    

The Greening of the Church is a joyful activity for all members of the congregation on the Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 23), following church. With “all hands on deck,” the church can be decorated for Christmas in a very short time. Please plan to stay awhile and join in the fun!

When you come to church during Christmastide, BRING A BELL TO RING during the singing of the “Gloria in Excelsis!”

(A schedule of the Christmas services may be found at the end of this newsletter.)

Give your family a priceless Christmas gift – plan your funeral now, while you are well and healthy. When the time inevitably comes for it to be put to use, your family will be grateful to you for such foresight, and for the care and concern you have shown for them in the exercise. Taking time now to make a will, write advanced directives (sometimes called a “living will”) for a time when you might be unable to make decisions for yourself, and planning the details of the liturgy for your funeral service will relieve your survivors of making difficult decisions in a time of grief and high stress. The instructions may be altered from time to time, as you wish. It’s important to consult your priest in the planning; I will be happy to visit with you and help you in your preparations. The Book of Common Prayer instructs us about “the duty of Christian parents to make prudent provision for the well-being of their families, and of all persons to make wills, while they are in health, arranging for the disposal of their temporal goods, not neglecting, if they are able, to leave bequests for religious and charitable uses.” This rubric appears at the end of the service of Thanksgiving for the Birth or Adoption of a Child” (p. 445), implying that this matter of business should be attended to as soon as a child has been added to a family. The fact that it appears at all in the Prayer Book may seem extraordinary, but it affirms the fact that God is present both in our beginnings and our endings. Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of the Lord. As we prepare for the coming of the Christ Child at Christmas, let us also prepare for his return coming to take us home, and for his coming in glory at the end of time. The time you take to do this will be time well spent and holy.                     -   SLD+

THE BIBLE CHALLENGE IS COMING! Episcopalians have been described as the best educated of the 20,000 or so Christian groups in this country, yet we are often content to allow the lectionary readings on Sunday to be our only occasion for the reading of Scripture. In order to tell the Story in as compact a way as possible, however, the lectionary necessarily leaves out a great deal. Bible study groups abound, yet they encompass only about 5% of the population of the Episcopal Church. (All Saints’ is a bit ahead of that curve, I think; over the past couple of years, in different groups, about half the congregation has been involved in Bible studies here.) So here’s a new opportunity to read the whole Bible in one year and have some time for occasional “check-in” with one another to discuss and compare understandings and interpretations. Best of all, you can do it on your own schedule, on your own time, at home in the evening by the fireside, or over your morning coffee. Systematic readings from the Old Testament, from the Psalms, and from the New Testament are assigned for each day of the year-long engagement. This program was developed by The Rev. Marek Zabriskie, Rector of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Whitemarsh, PA, and an alumnus of Yale Divinity School. When I first heard of it, I was quite skeptical, but it has spread quickly throughout the country and engaged and nourished the spirits of thousands of people. It’s time for us to jump on this bandwagon!  We’ll begin on January 1 and end on December 31, 2013. Those who wish to join the Challenge will need a Bible and the accompanying guide book, in which each day you will be accompanied by a meditation written by a church leader or biblical scholar. Over one hundred archbishops, bishops, deans, priests and scholars have contributed essays. The cost of the book is $18.00, but bulk pricing of $14.00 is available for groups of 10 or more, and even lower cost for larger groups (and, of course, scholarship aid is always available). The book is available in print, or for Kindle or Nook tablets. If you are interested in joining this spiritual pilgrimage, please contact Mother Davidson and sign up on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. If you’d like to check it out online, go to www.thecenterforbiblicalstudies.org.    
New Youth Ministry to begin in January: Under the leadership of Michelle Byram, a new ministry to youth will begin with an organizational meeting on January 13 after church. This is intended to be a monthly social and service-oriented activity for young people in Jr. High and High School. Michelle will be looking for several adults to help with this ministry; please consider how God may be calling you to something new, so that if Michelle contacts you for help, you will be able to respond with a resounding “Yes!” 

A new opportunity offered by churches in Wolcott: An ecumenical group in Wolcott is meeting on a regular basis to develop a monthly worship opportunity based on an Episcopal resource curriculum for children with autism, as well as those with other needs. Their goal is to be ready for the first gathering in early April at Wolcott Congregational Church. Several of our own members are involved in the planning process. If you are interested, or know others who are, please speak to Mother Davidson or call the Rev. Sue Strachan at 203-879-4002. 

The Annual Meeting of All Saints’ Episcopal Church is scheduled for Sunday, January 20, following the 9:30 AM Eucharist (snow date: January 27). The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to elect new members to the Vestry, to hear the annual budget (which is approved by the Vestry at its January meeting), and to hear such other business as may come before the congregation. Please put this on your calendar and plan to join us for the meeting.
Bishop Ian Douglas will make his first Annual Visitation to All Saints’ on Sunday, February 3, 2013. He will be with us to preside and preach, to Baptize, Confirm and/or Receive, and to meet and get to know all of us at All Saints’. If you or yours is interested in receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, or in Confirmation (for those 16 or older who desire to make a public, adult affirmation of their Baptismal faith) or Reception into the Episcopal Church (for those who were Baptized and Confirmed in the Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox Churches and wish now to be Received into the Episcopal Church) or in making a public Reaffirmation of Faith (which is often occasioned by some significant, transformative event in a person’s life), please contact Mother Davidson ASAP. Inquirers’ Classes for those persons (required by Canon) will be offered in preparation for that festive celebration, and we need to schedule those with the persons involved.

Woman’s Group Donations – The woman’s group has contacted the Wolcott Food Pantry about donations for Christmas.  There is a need for hats, scarves, mittens and gloves for adult clients.  There are 10 seniors (6 women, 4 men) and 55 adults (31 women, 24 men).   We would like to collect items for the 10 seniors and the 24 men.  If you would like to donate an item, please bring it to Church by Sunday, December 16th.
Annual Giving Campaign- So far, 27 pledges have been returned for a total of $56,712.00.
Christmas Memorials
You may want to contribute for the floral fund in memory or thanksgiving for your loved ones.  All checks should be made payable to “All Saints’”.
Please return your completed form to the church office by December 14, 2012.

Flowers in memory of  _______________________________________________________

                                     _______________________________________________________

                                    _______________________________________________________

Flowers in Thanksgiving for  _________________________________________________

                                    _______________________________________________________

                                    _______________________________________________________

Name ________________________________                   Envelope Number  __________                    

CHRISTMAS at  ALL  SAINTS’

Christmas Eve

5 PM 

Family Eucharist and Carols

11 PM

Candlelight Midnight Mass

(with choir)

Christmas Day

9:30 AM

Holy Eucharist

December 30
9:30 AM

Holy Eucharist with Lessons and Carols
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