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Priestly Perusings
People, look East, the time is near

Of the crowning of the year.

Make your house fair as you are able,

Trim the hearth and set the table,

People look East and sing today,

Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

· Carol of the Advent
Advent (a word which means “coming”), the beginning of the new Church Year, is a time to slow down. This is not what the secular world would have us believe. The message of our culture is to hurry up and shop, shop, shop for lots and lots of expensive Christmas presents; wrap, bake, clean, party, decorate the tree, etc. In the process, most of us become more and more exhausted, frazzled, depressed, etc. The Church takes Advent seriously. This is a season of patience; of holy waiting in anticipation of the coming of Christ – in history, as a child born in a stable and into our hearts, and also in his Second Coming in glorious majesty, to judge the living and the dead. In former days, Advent was a very penitential season, but over the past 40 years or so, has been transformed into a period of restrained joy and preparation for the celebration of the Holy Nativity. Like other liturgical seasons, Advent has its own sights and sounds: the color changes to purple (the color for both royalty and penitence); the Advent Wreath helps us count down the four Sundays; altar flowers are replaced by simple greens, the singing of the “Gloria in Excelsis” is replaced by the Trisagion; and the Alleluia and Verse before the Gospel are replaced by verses of the great Advent hymn, “O come, O come, Emmanuel”, and on at least one of the Sundays, the recitation of a psalm is replaced by a Canticle, the Song of Mary (canticles are biblical songs which are not in the Book of Psalms); we use Eucharistic Prayer B throughout the entire Advent-Christmas-Epiphany season because of its emphasis on the Word-made-flesh. True to our Anglican tradition, we sing Advent hymns and save the Christmas carols for the twelve days of Christmas. Here are some suggestions for keeping a holy Advent and preparing for the coming of Christ: Plan now to set aside some time for prayer and reflection each day, to converse with God and get your spiritual house in order. Make a sacramental confession to a priest, if you feel the need of it (I hear confessions by appointment). Pray for justice and peace, and for an end to poverty and oppression. Keep your Advent wreath in a prominent place – the family dining table is a great spot; open one window a day on your Advent calendar. Decorate your house, little by little, in preparation for the coming of the Christ Child. Set up the crèche (nativity scene), but keep the baby out of the manger until Christmas Eve and let the Wise Men (Magi) travel from the East across the room until they finally arrive on the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6th. Slow down, even as the rest of the world hurries up, and practice holy patience, as we wait in hope for the coming of the Prince of Peace, our Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord.
Faithfully,

Susan+ 
ADVENT QUIET MORNING: “The Light Shines in the Darkness”  will be offered from 8:30 AM – 12:30 in five locations around the Diocese of CT on Saturday, December 14, the anniversary of the Sandy Hook tragedy; a time for prayer and guided reflection, and contemplation on the hope that shines forth in the light of Christ. Please see the full information on the bulletin board and on the Diocesan website (you can use the link from our own website, www.allsaintswolcott.org).  The closest location to us is St. Paul’s, Woodbury.
THANK YOU!! to Judy Smith for her lovely  outdoor potted floral arrangements which greet those arriving at our front door. The current one is an evergreen, which should do very well through the winter.
THANK YOU!! to all who have turned in pledges of time, talent and treasure to the ministry of Christ at All Saints’ for the Year 2014. So far, we have received  25 pledges for a total of $44,734. If you have not yet had time to do so, it is never too late to do so – God will not love you any the more because of it, but the work of God in Christ will be furthered by your generosity, so that others may learn of God’s love for them, and the Light of Christ, and the circle of awareness grows.

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF ALL SAINTS’ PARISH will take place on Sunday, January 26, 2014, with a “snow date” of February 2. The purpose of the meeting is to elect new officers and members of the Vestry, and to receive reports of the various ministries of the parish, as well as the annual budget (which is approved by the Vestry at its January meeting). 

BECOMING A MEMBER OF ALL SAINTS’ is really very simple. If you have been Baptized with water in the name of the Trinity in any Christian tradition, all you have to do is register your Baptism with us – this makes you a member of All Saints’ Parish, but Baptism makes one a Christian; it does not make you an Episcopalian! If you are already an Episcopalian, please just ask Mother Davidson to request your Letter of Transfer from your former parish. In order to become an Episcopalian, you must be Confirmed (for those who have been raised in most Protestant traditions, as well as other Episcopal churches) or Received by a bishop in the Episcopal Church (for those who have been raised in the Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox Churches). Preparation for Confirmation/Reception of adults will be offered through Inquirers’ Classes in the course of this year. For more information on all of these, and to apply for Baptism for adults or children, please speak to Mother Davidson. 
THE REV. JUDITH TOFFEY will preside and preach at All Saints’ on Sunday, December 8 (Advent II) while Susan is away on vacation. Mother Toffey was a member of All Saints’ in its earliest days and is looking forward to being back “at home.” 

A MINISTRY TO INFANTS AND TODDLERS IS BEING RE-ESTABLISHED After a meeting with parents of our youngest family members, it has been decided to do a bit of re-ordering of Schoeck Lounge to make that space more toddler-friendly. It is hoped that we can pipe the church service into that room for the parents and others who are there. We need your help in a few ways: First, we need your prayers for the development of this exciting new ministry. Second, we need a few responsible adults in addition to the parents of our toddlers, who would be willing to play with our youngest ones one Sunday a month during the Liturgy of the Word, leading them into church for the Eucharist. These persons must be willing to submit to a background check and to take the free, one-day Safe Church training which is offered on various dates. Safe Church practices require two non-related adults in each class. Third, we could use a few safe toys. Finally, if you have a baby monitor you are no longer using, and which broadcasts with clarity, we’d like to try that as one connection for parents and other caregivers with the church service. If you are able to join this ministry in any of these ways, please contact either Mother Davidson or Sr. Warden Donna Lydem. 
THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY, which falls on January 6, will be celebrated on the Eve of that day, Sunday, January 5, with a candlelight Evensong at 3:30 PM and a reception offering the first King Cake of the season. Evensong is probably the most beloved rite of the Anglican tradition, being a form of sung Evening Prayer that dates to the mid-16th Century. The brief and peaceful service is about 40 minutes long; we are beginning at 3:30 PM while it is light, so that those who prefer not to drive at night will be able to attend. The person who gets the baby in the King Cake (an ancient Carnival tradition) then brings the next King Cake to the next, party and so on and on, throughout the Carnival season, which ends with Shrove Tuesday.   

CHRISTMAS AT ALL SAINTS:

Christmas Eve - Tuesday, December 24:



 5 PM -  Family Eucharist with carols


           

11 PM – candlelight Midnight Mass with Choir


Christmas Day – Wednesday, December 25:




10 AM –  Holy Eucharist


Christmas I - - -  Sunday, December 29

9:30 AM    Lessons and Carols and Holy Eucharist


Christmas II - - - Sunday, January 5 




9:30 AM – Holy Eucharist and Carols




3:30 PM –  Evensong for the Eve of Epiphany





followed by a King Cake reception


Sunday, January 12 – The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord




9:30 AM -   Holy Eucharist

(This is an especially appropriate day for Baptism, if you or yours is interested in receiving that Sacrament.)
and a sneak peek ahead:

 Sunday, February 2 – The Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple



 
9:30 AM   -  Holy Eucharist

(if you’re one who procrastinates about taking down the Christmas tree, this feast is for you – in the Church Year, it’s absolutely the last day to remove the tree!)
See the following in case you missed the story and it’s GREAT NEWS.
In 2010, All Saints’ borrowed $30,000 from our Diocese in order to pay for the exterior “siding” that was subsequently put on the church.

As of mid-Summer 2013, the regular monthly payments and last year’s CHALLENGE had cut the outstanding balance to approximately $15,000. Then the 2013 CHALLENGE was made with an offer to match up to $1,000 the amount donated towards paying down the remaining balance. 

The GREAT NEWS, as of All Saints’ Sunday, we made it and by the time you read this, a check will already have been sent to the Diocese in the amount of $2,875;  thereby, reducing this All Saints’ debt to a little under $12,000.

Thanks to one and all.

Red Smith, Treasurer

